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On behalf of the dedicated members of the Arlington County Police Department, 1
cordially welcome each of you to the 2™ Annual Virginia Women in Law Enforcement
Summit. Building upon the success of last year’s inaugura! Virginia Summit, members of
the Planning Committee and the University of Virginia have been working tirelessly to
bring diverse voices in law enforcement together to exchange best practices, highlight
real-world tools, identify strategies to address emerging challenges and foster a
community of support.

Throughout the summit, you will hear from subject matter experts on a wide range of
topics impacting women in law enforcement. Among them are six members of the
Arlington County Police Department who will share their knowledge and expertise in the
areas of criminal investigations and employee wellness and safety. I am incredibly
proud of the work they perform in Arlington and hope you consider implementing some
of their insights into the work you perform in your communities.

While the law enforcement profession has made strides in gender representation in
recent years, women have been historically under-represented in policing since the
founding of our profession. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, women
currently represent less than 14% of sworn officers and 20% of recruits in state and
local law enforcement agencies. These numbers highlight the work that still needs to be
done and the importance of summits like this in ensuring women in law enforcement
are welcomed, supported and heard.

Thank you for joining us. Your unique perspectives and lived experiences are crucial as
we continue to make strides in advancing and supporting women throughout the law

enforcement profession.

Andy Penn
Chief of Police



